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Japan Extends $140 
Million USD in Funding 
for Kenyan Irrigation 
Sector

T he Japanese government announced an 
extra $140 million USD in funding for 
the irrigation sector in Kenya, and a 

further $54 million USD toward a range of 
programs in water resources management. 

While on a visit to Kenya recently, Crown 
Prince of Japan Naruhito, reiterated his 
country’s commitment to strengthening the 
irrigation sector in Kenya, so the country 
can attain food security.

The new funding will be channeled to the 
Mwea irrigation system in central Kenya to 
expand the area under irrigation.

As a result, rice production in the area will 
increase.

Japan also wants to help Kenya undertake 
projects on climate change adaptation. The 
emperor announced further support for re-
forestation programs in key water towers as 
well as renewable energy projects.

He said Japan has supported the water sector 
in Kenya with grants and loans exceeding 
$162 million USD since 1970.

Kenya has benefited from technical expertise 
provided by the Japan International Coop-
eration Agency (JICA) to expand land under 
irrigation for growing rice and cotton, and 
the agency has initiated programs on flood 
control in western Kenya.

JICA also partnered with the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation to implement water-
harvesting projects in arid areas.

Robinson Gaita, Director of Irrigation and 
Water Storage at the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation, says that the latest funding will 

boost ongoing efforts to expand irrigated 
land, mainly in arid areas.

 “Better water management and expansion 
of irrigated land is very crucial at a time that 
climate change has posed serious threats to 
food security in the country,” Gaita said.

The government is laying the groundwork 
for expansion of irrigated agriculture by 
scaling up financing and technology ex-
change programs with Japan and Israel.

Zulal Wins Sewage 
Treatment Contract in 
Libya
TRIPOLI, Libya (OOSKAnews) 

Z ulal Water Technology, a water treat-
ment technology solutions company 

based in Tripoli, won an engineering, pro-
curement and construction (EPC) contract 
for a sewage treatment plant 700 kilometers 
east of the city, the company announced on 
March 17.

General Manager of Zulal Water Technology 
Dave Humphreys told OOSKAnews in an 
e-mail that the EPC contract is for “a sewage 
treatment plant for Harrouge Oil Company 
for their camp in Amal, a remote desert 
location. The effluent would be reused for 
irrigation and landscaping the camp.”

Zulal has focused on small and midsized 
sewage treatment, brackish water reverse 
osmosis (BWRO) and seawater reverse 
osmosis plants (SWRO), the company said 
in a press release.

In the last year, it has sold some six BWRO 
and SWRO plants and become active in the 
produced water market and supplying filters 
and tanks to the Libyan market.

Zulal started operations in 2007 and has gen-

erated almost $13.4 million USD in sales.

It is a joint stock company, registered in 
Libya under the new Libyan laws to encour-
age foreign and local partnerships, Hum-
phreys said. 

He said the company’s senior management 
were all from Ionics USA and subsequently 
GE Water and Process Technologies.

Director of ZWT Iftikhar ul Haq was quoted 
in the company press release as saying, “Our 
local experience and turnkey capabilities 
make us feel very optimistic in this growth 
market.” 

Bankers, Industry Hail 
Water Investments as 
Path to Green Economy
NAIROBI, Kenya (OOSKAnews) 

Bankers, fund managers and natural 
resources scientists say sustainability 
of future business practices depends on 

countries’ ability to mainstream policies that 
prioritize water security as building block 
to economic stability, social cohesion and 
international peace and security.

To that end, water and sanitation must be 
scaled up and made more visible in policy 
and financing.

Currently, global financial institutions 
are bullish on investments in both water 
resource management and supply infrastruc-
ture.

Pavan Sukhdev, the Head of Deutsch Bank’s 
Global Markets Business in India, said fu-
ture enterprises must adopt environmentally 
friendly practices, including efficient water 
use, in order to expand revenue streams.

Pavan is also the Head of the United Nations 


